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tyler@theportlypolitico.com
Marlboro County public school students returned to classes last week, but their
teachers have been working hard preparing for their return since 21 July 2026.
Private school students will return a bit latet—Marlboro Academy students start on
August 12—but learning is afoot all over the county.

There are various debates about the length of the school year and what the ideal
calendar is. The classic model of taking June, July, and part of August originates in a
time when agriculture dominated family and economic life. Kids were needed during
those crucial months to work on the family farm. South Carolina’s reliance on
tourism has preserved that calendar, to some extent, as local businesses needed
teenagers to fill jobs during the summer months.

Now schools atre pivoting towards year-round or semi-year-round models, which
educational research indicates prevents the “summer slide”; after all, how many
students are practicing their long division in June?

Regardless of the optimal schedule (although we could use a longer break for
Christmas and Easter), a good education is priceless. Learning to read, write,
enumerate, and zhink—these are the things needed to keep civilization running,

Beyond the practical skills, good education offers the ability to deal with the world
humanistically; that is, it encourages multidisciplinary engagement with the great
minds of the past and present. Knowledge itself is a tool; when coupled with
wisdom and humility, it becomes a powerful force for good in the world.

Of course, most of the kids are just ready for their next break. I don’t blame them!
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1. What one does with
bread when with another
4. Freudian state of mind
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2. Important Islamic
observance
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1.) Roger Corman directed fifty-five films
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3.) Rosy red minnows are a color morph
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